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2025 
Dear Trinity and Westridge Family,  

I pray and hope that August was good to you all and brought blessings and newness into your lives. There 
has been a lot of newness and adjustment in my own life and our family. Charlie started daycare, as most 
of you know from my overwhelming excitement and fear, and it has been quite a transition for our family. 
Mainly, the early wake up times, but that’s mostly affecting mom and dad - Charlie on the other hand has 
figured out how to climb out of his crib and has learned that he can bang on the door to let Tyler and I 

know that he is ready to start his day. I can’t help but laugh at his silly methods, but hey they work, so who am I to judge, right? It’s 
been an interesting couple of weeks adjusting to this new change in our lives. He has been by my side since the day he was born 
and now he’s at school making new friends, learning to play with kids his own age, try new foods, and entering into a whole new 
world that is completely his own. I know it’s what's best for him, but I’d be lying if I said it wasn’t taking some time to adapt. 
However, there is so much beauty in transition and we have definitely talked about this before. It happens whether we want it to or 
not and the best thing we can do is embrace the change and adapt where we need to. Charlie is becoming his own person and this 
momma pastor is figuring out a new schedule and trying to get more goals accomplished. 

August has certainly been a month of planting new seeds and producing fruits for a bountiful spiritual harvest within both of 
our congregations as well. From starting a new mission trip tradition with our elementary school kiddos to our backpack blessing, 
first days of school, and developing new worship opportunities - it has been a blessing. Our elementary school kids went on their 
first mission trip here in Norfolk and helped out at the community garden at the Salvation Army, wrote cards for our members in 
assisted living communities, and helped Karen sort seeds for future garden planting. They may be smaller kids, but they are mighty 
and determined with a lot of energy. They accomplished so much in just a few hours and don’t worry, they were tired by the end of 
the day. We enjoyed games, wonderful snacks, a delicious dinner, and ended our day with a family movie night to relax from a hard 
days work. This was a seed that has been planted and I can already see the ideas growing that seed to make it flourish…so stay 
tuned for next year!  

With last month planting seeds, let us make the month of September a time for tending to our gardens. Giving nutrients to 
the areas of our life that need extra care. Giving spiritual water and prayer to spaces in our hearts that feel weak or defeated. 
Tending to the soil where there is room for more growth and bearing fruit. Give life to the gardens of your souls. Take moments out 
of each day to find appreciation for another day spent in the presence of God…find time to relax and sit still. But also remember that 
there is also room to move around, find adventure, plan a trip that brings you joy, try something new that you’ve always wanted to 
do, but have been too nervous to try. Whatever it is that your heart needs to tend to the garden of your spirit. Do it!  

 Throughout September we are going to be doing some prep work during our Sunday worship to gear up for our new 
sermon series, “The Gospel According to Winnie the Pooh”. This will include a couple of events leading up to that I am really excited 
for and invite you all to join me in fellowship and fun. On September 27th at 5:00pm we are going to have a Saturday night worship 
service at our very own Nancy Gross’s home. It will be an outdoor service and my dear friends, Mike and Jael Coffey, will be 
providing contemporary music for our time of worship. We will grill out and all we ask is that you bring a side dish to share and your 
own lawn chairs. Furry family members (pets) are also welcome to join us for this worship service. This will be a pre-kick off to our 
sermon series, a time of pet blessing and worship, our kick off to Children’s Church & Sunday School starting, and overall a fun time 
of fellowship. This will be in place of regular Sunday worship at Trinity, but if you are the kind of person that still needs Sunday 
worship, do not fear, we will still have regular Sunday service at Westridge at 9:00am the following day. The next thing to put on 
your calendar is our family movie night at Westridge on Wednesday October 1st. This is going to be a fun family event that 
coincides with the upcoming sermon series. We will be watching the live-action Disney movie, “Christopher Robin” which will 
provide a lot of insights to my references throughout the series. So grab your comfy blankets and favorite drink and come join us for 
movie night! Popcorn will be provided, of course! The work is still in motion and the Holy Spirit is moving all around us. May we find 
moments to embrace, rest, love, and participate in the newness and adventure that lies ahead of us.  

In Peace,  

Pastor Caitlin 
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TRINITY UMC   WESTRIDGE UMC 
506 S. Main Street, Madison NE 68748   2000 W. Norfolk Ave, Norfolk NE 68701  
(402) 454-2514     (402) 371-9630 
 

Worship: Sunday at 11 AM  Worship: Sunday at 9 AM          

The Grace Place: Welcoming all who  Growing in Faith, in Love &  
seek his presence and grace.          in Community 
Come find God. 

Rev. Caitlin Bentzinger 
   cell (402) 326-1131 
office (402) 454-2514  

 

Parish Assistant:  
         Crystal Ketelsen   (402) 454-2514  
 

Office Hours: 
Monday, Wednesday & Thursday: 

9am - noon & 1 pm -  4 pm  
 

Parish Email:  
         trinitywestridgeparish@gmail.com 

Facebook: Trinity UMC & Westridge United Methodist Church 

Websites: madisontrinityumc.org & norfolkwestridgeumc.org 

 

Please offer PRAYERS for those in our church families (as 8-28-2025) 

 Those in need of healing of the body, mind & spirit:  
  T:  Dorothy Reigle 
  W:  

 Those facing cancer: W:   T: George Tollman 

 Those who are at home & in care facilities & all care givers:  

 Home: W Sharon Carlow                                       Nebraska Veteran’s Home, Norfolk: (W) Vern Hepker              

 Meadows: W Rev. Dillon Hess, Lee Peterson, Mabel Siegert, Mavis Miller, Velda Long        T Jerry McCallum   

 Heritage of Bel Air: T Dorothy Reigle  W Leon Chapman  

 St. Joseph’s, Norfolk: W Fran McAllister  Madison House: W Betty Walz    

 Heritage of Fountain Point T Shirley Neidig, Phyllis Trine W Elaine Fuller 

Please remember to let Pastor Caitlin know if you are 
sick, hospitalized or otherwise in need of pastoral care. 
She wants to care for us in times of struggle, 
but she can’t do that if she doesn’t know!  
Share joys with her too!!  

 Dave Plugge, August 19 

        Bible Study  

Monday—2 pm—at Westridge 

Thursday—4:30 pm—at Little Lyon Coffee Co. 

All are welcome to join this study! 

All Parish Outdoor Worship 
Saturday, September 27

th
—5 pm 

Nancy Gross’s farm—54625 826th Road, Madison 

Plan to come for a wonderful evening of food, fellowship, & 
contemporary worship with Mike and Jael Coffey. We will 
also be blessing pets - so bring them with you if you’d like!  

Meat, drinks, plates and silverware will be provided; please 
bring a side &/or dessert to share. 

All are welcome! 

Trinity will not have Sunday morning 
service—everyone is invited to attend 
Westridge at 9 am. 
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Ad Board Meeting Minutes August 19, 2025 

Members present were Crystal Ketelsen, Sherry Hake, Kevin Pearson, Jon Moyer, Tracy Anderson, Kim & Scott 
Wilkerson, Macy Wilkerson, Jan Hake, Shannon Konken & Pastor Caitlin. 
We had an awesome meal of burgers, sweet corn, salad and deserts with our meeting.  
Sherry opened the meeting with a devotion. 
Minutes from the June meeting were read and approved with 1 correction; Shannon is not married, she owns the business  
with her significant other. 
Crystal handed out Finance reports from July. These were discussed and accepted. Crystal asked about renewing the rug 
contract. This was discussed and Jan moved to cancel the 3 x 10 rug, Kevin seconded. Motion passed. This was 
addressed due to the rug bunching up and becoming a trip hazard. Crystal also asked about paying for Charity Hall for the 
Ice Cream Social, Jan motioned to pay $250 from the Ice Cream Social Proceeds, Scott seconded, motion passed.. 
Old Business: Jeanne sent in a motion to remove the trees out front, Kevin seconded. Motion passed. The State Arborist 
disagreed with Fischer Tree Service and said both trees are sick and need to come down. Pastor Caitlin wants to do a 
blessing before they are removed. 
Regarding the church insurance—Pastor Caitlin presented the quote for insurance. Scott motioned to switch the insurance 
to Brotherhood, Kevin seconded. Motion passed. 
Pastor Caitlin: The all parish outdoor worship including blessing of animals and meal will be Saturday, September 27, 5 
pm. This will be held at Nancy Gross’s farm.  
Pastor Caitlin is working on grants for a few things, including the mission trips. 
The HVAC at the parsonage needs to be replaced. Heartland Heating gave a quote of $13,000. Kim moved to go ahead 
with the replacement with the funds coming from the Dover Farm Account, Tracy seconded. Motion passed. 
Mission Team: Meeting will be August 27th at 5 pm. 
SPPRC: next meeting will be October 8th, 7 pm. 
Trustees: The stained glass guy couldn’t make it today—will come next week and Kevin will report next month. Kevin had 
gotten some estimates in anticipation of removing the trees. Fischer gave an estimate of $5,000 and Kerbel Tree Service 
gave one of $4,000. The consensus was to go with Kerbel. Kevin will get this arranged. 
Community Service: The Madison Food Pantry is in need of funds. 
Next meeting will be September 16th at 6 pm. Meeting adjourned at 7:16 pm.  

Children’s Church is 
starting in September! 

10 am every Sunday  

Come for Faith, Fellowship & Fun! 

Trinity News  

Trinity serves the Food 
Pantry in October—the 
sign up sheet will be at 
church soon! 



 4 

 

The Dolly Parton’s Imagination Library monthly book gifting program is here and running for the 
Madison School District area!! This program is brought to you by the Madison Trinity United Methodist 
Church, Missions Team and Dolly Parton!! Dolly Parton’s Imagination Library is dedicated to inspiring a 
love of reading by gifting books free of charge to children from birth to age 5, through funding shared by 
Dolly Parton and local community partners. Inspired by her father’s inability to read and write Dolly 
started her Imagination Library in 1995 for the children within her home county. Today, her program 
spans 5 countries and gifts over 1 million free books each month to children around the world. “When I was growing up in the 
hills of East Tennessee, I knew my dream would come true. I know there are children in your community with their own 
dreams. They dream of becoming a doctor or an inventor or a minister. Who knows, maybe there is a little girl whose dream 
is to be a writer and singer. The seeds of these dreams are often found in books and the seeds you help plant in your 
community can grow across the world.” -Dolly Parton By mailing high quality, age-appropriate books directly to their homes, 
she wanted children to be excited about books and to feel the magic that books can create. Moreover, she could insure that 
every child would have books, regardless of their family’s income. How can you register your child? You can enroll your child 
on-line at imaginationlibrary.com, or through paper forms that will be soon to be found around town then mailed/returned to 
the church, or in person at Trinity United Methodist Church, 506 S Main St in Madison, NE. If you have any questions about 

the program, please feel free to reach out to the main program coordinator, Crystal Ketelsen at 402-454-2514.  

Healthy Recipe 
from the Westridge Healthy Congregation Team 

 

Jello Cookies 
 

4 Egg Whites 
1 Box Dry Jello (any flavor) 
2/3 Cup Sugar 
 
 Add sugar and dry Jello mixture, a tablespoon at a 
time, to very stiff beaten egg whites. Beat well and add 1 
teaspoon vanilla or other flavoring. Place on brown 
paper sack on a cookie sheet, a teaspoon each. Bake at 
250o for 1 hour. Let cool on paper before removing. 
 

Yield: 60 cookies 
Calorie/cookie:15 
Fat calories/cookie:0 

VBS 2025 car show 
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Ruth Circle met Tuesday, 
August 12, 2025, 11:30 a.m. 

Five ladies toured and learned about the 
community garden. Seven ladies enjoyed 
lunch and fellowship at Franklin’s. The new 
coffee pots and coffee has been delivered to 
the church. The bake sale in conjunction with 
the rummage sale was discussed. Ruth 
Circle will plan to have a bake sale. 
The next Ruth Circle meeting will be 
Tuesday, September 9, 2025, 1:30 p.m. at 
Westridge. 
Mary will lead devotions and Faye will bring 
treats. School has started so we will be 
sharing a picture or a memory of our first day 
of school. All are welcome and we like new 
faces. 

Westridge News Ruth  
Circle 

Westridge Sunday  
Coffee Hour  

September—October—November—
December 2025 

 
Sept. 7          Shelly & Peg 
Sept. 14        Tina & Mike 
Sept. 21        Deb, Carol & Lavonne N. 
Sept. 28        Sue & Wayne  
Oct. 5      Lisa & Jen 
*Oct. 12 Linda & Faye 
*Oct. 19 Francie & Carol 
Oct. 26    Dohmens 
Nov. 2  Steph & Samantha 
Nov. 9  Rick & Mary 
Nov. 16  Mary Ann & Sharon 
Nov. 23  Sue, Crystal & Jerry 
Nov. 30  “Covered Dish Brunch” 
Dec. 7  Shelly & Peg 
Dec. 14  Tina & Mike 
*Dec. 21  Deb, Karen & Lavonne N. 
Dec. 28  Sue & Wayne 

VBS 2025 had a final night of VBS with a 
family shared meal, car show, trolly ride and 

more fun!  Thank you to everyone who 
helped, donated and prayed for us.  This 

was a joint adventure with our sister church, 
First UMC of Norfolk, and a huge success! 

Over twenty kids participated and donations 
were collected for the Animal shelter of 

Northeast Nebraska.  
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Westridge Methodist Church Council       August 7, 2025 

 

Present were Dave and Sue Sieler, Deb Ussery, Wayne and Sue Andreasen, and Rev. Caitlin. 

The meeting was called to order by Sue Andreasen. 

Minutes from the last meeting were read and approved. 

The treasurer report was handed out to look over and it was approved and placed on file. Sue S. reported that she 
received the May and June 2025 parish billing for around $4500 and the July billing should be coming soon as Trinity has 

hired a bookkeeper. 

Rev. Caitlin presented a bill for the youth trip of $513.00 for Wayne Andreasen’s it will come out of the youth fund. Deb 

Ussery made the motion to pay the bill, and it was seconded by Dave Sieler motion was approved. 

Old Business: The insurance agent from Brotherhood have met with Dave Scarf and Wayne Andreasen and he has all 

the information and will be getting us a quote. 

VBS was a smashing hit, everyone was impressed with the props and all that attended had an amazing time. We had a 
combination of 20-25 children attending. Last night ended with grilled hamburgers and hot dogs, so thank you Wayne 

Andreasen and Dave Scarf. The highlight was the trolley ride at the end of VBS. 

New Business: Harvest Party will be with First Methodist and Trinity, and it will be held at Westridge on October 26, 2025 
at 5:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. Deb had some great news that the Trunk or Treat will be coming back so get your ideas ready 

and join the fun. 

Fun Run will be held at Skyview on September 14, 2025, starting at 3:00 p.m. with lawn games and the walking/running. 
The meal will be at 5:00 p.m. with free will donation and it will be split with the youth groups of Westridge, Trinity and First 

UMCs. 

Rev. Caitlin reported on the elementary mission trip that is being held August 17, 2025, at 1:00 p.m. They will be going to 
the community gardens at the Salvation Army and working on different items. They will be going back to the Church 
around 3:30 p.m. for devotions, snacks, and games. Dinner will be at 5:30 p.m. then a family movie afterwards with 

popcorn and ending at 8:30 p.m. 

Rev. Caitlin also reports that she will be performing at a wedding at Westridge on August 16, 2025, for Catlyn and Kallen 

Lonsdale. The rehearsal will be on August 15, 2025, at 5:30 p.m. We wish the couple best wishes. 

Rev. Caitlin reported that the A/C and heating unit in the parsonage is going on the fritz. We advised her that Trinity 

would be responsible as that is a capital gain. 

Wayne Andreasen reports that the lawn mower is slowly dying, leaking oil and no power. So, the trustees will be looking 

at a new mower. We use the mower at least 2 times a week to keep up the lawn. 

SPRC met on July 9, 2025, with Rev. Caitlin receiving a raise per the conference. Next meeting will be Oct. 8, 2025 at 

7:00 p.m. at Westridge Church. 

Are you getting your closets cleaned out, Rummage sale will be held October 10 & 11, 2025. (The dates have since been 
changed to October 24 & 25) The days before that will drop off dates. So please remember to donate and give time to 

help with the rummage sale. 

Deb reported that the Healthy Congregations received a Check for $1600.00. The Healthy Congregations is paying for 
the Fun Run meal, and this also is the kickoff to Sunday school. The donation for the meal will be split with the youth at 

Westridge, Trinity and First UMC. 

Deb also reported that the youth group is working on a service project – Free will pantry. They  have asked Wayne 
Andreasen to cut out the pantry, but the youth will help to put together. They are looking at maybe a package to make 
one meal and then some snacks. This is a work in progress, and they are hoping to have it up in early fall. They will also 

investigate maybe a security camera so if it is being trashed, we can report it. 

Ruth Circle will be August 12, 2025, at 11:30 at salvation army to look at the garden and then going to Franklins for lunch. 

Next meeting will be September 4, 2025, at 7:00 p.m. 

Rev. Caitlin ended the meeting with a word of prayer. 

Sincerely, 

Peggy Fox, Church council secretary 
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Westridge Healthy Congregations  
“Walk to Bethlehem”  

Continue counting your steps and turn them in to Deb or Sam!  We made it to 
Bethlehem and on to Jerusalem BEFORE Easter!  But now we are going to continue 
going around the globe!  How long will it take us to get back to Westridge?  Look below 
to see how we are going to celebrate our walk!  
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If you or someone you know (they do 
not need to be a member of Trinity or 
Westridge) would like to receive one 
on one care from a Stephen Minister, 
call the church office or Deb Ussery, 
402-649-2330.  

There will be a Stephen 
Minister's Training this fall - 
if this something you might 
be interested in or want 
more information, please talk to 
Deb Ussery. 


