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Hello Hello Church Family,

October is here and in full swing! September has followed the pursuit of
months past in providing us with time and opportunity to do God's work
and love our community. | am hopeful that with God's help, October will
be nothing less than spectacular. | may be a little biased, though, as
October is one of my favorite months out of the year. | am always in awe
of the autumn season and the beauty she brings to the world around us.
It's also in October where we find ourselves in harvest season, going to
the pumpkin patch, preparing costumes for trick-or-treating and Halloween parties, and taking extra
moments to spend time with those we love. One of my favorite traditions as a child was coming
home from school on Halloween to smell my dads amazing homemade apple cider on the stove, a
warm apple crisp in the oven, and his famous chili in the crock pot (cinnamon rolls next to the

crock pot of course), as we prepared to welcome family, friends, and trick or treaters through our
doors on Halloween night. There was always a perfect blend of joy and imagination mixed with a
little spooky ambiance in the mix that created such picture perfect moments to hold onto and
cherish. Do you have a favorite memory that you cherish during this time of year? Or maybe a
favorite costume that will always make you proud? There is so much that we can soak up during this
season and that is why in the month of October we are going to engage with one another through
our upcoming sermon series, "The Gospel According to Winnie the Pooh". Some of you may have
already heard me talking about this, but | am just excited to have some silly moments and share in
love and laughter as we worship together. This sermon series is going to connect us with our friends
in the hundred acre woods while encouraging us to check in with our inner child as we share the
Word of God, through the gospel, and reflect on some of life's most valuable lessons. This will be a
time of celebrating our beautiful friendships, those we call our family, and cherishing the simple joys
of life with a sprinkle of whimsical knowledge and wisdom. All are welcome to join in the fun and join
in this time of reflection, praise, and expression of happiness.

Create, dream, celebrate, and love -- my dear friends -- and may the Lord bless you in this season
of change, happiness, and beauty.

from the
Pastor

In Christ's Love,

Rev. Caitlin
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Our Annual Church (Charge) Conference will
be November 9, 3 pm, at Columbus Outreach
Center, 3206 16th St., Columbus.
The paperwork is due October 27. i Parish movie night at Westridge
Please mark your calendars & plan to attend! UMC October 1, 2025 at 6:00 pm.

: Dinner will be provided for the youth.

: Concessions will be available as a free will
§donation - all proceeds will go
: towards our youth's mission

: trips next summer. We will be

‘[‘ ¢ : watching the Disney live action

:0000000000000000000000000
¢ Youth Group is every 1st

: Wednesday at Westridge

s ¢ and 3rd Wednesday at

: ¢ Trinity from 6-8pm with

: dinner provided. This is for
¢ children of all ages to

¢ come and have some fun
:while building a faith based
: communlty with their peers
. in a safe and nurturing

o environment.
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: movie, "Christopher Robin".
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Bible Study

Monday—2 pm—at Westridge
Thursday—4:30 pm—at Little Lyon Coffee Co
All are welcome to join this study!

Please remember to let Pastor Caitlin know if you are
% Dorothy Reigle, August 30 sick, hospitalized or othemi§e in need of pastoral care.
% Marilyn Gaswick, August 31 She wants to care for. us in times of struggle,
) ' but she can'’t do that if she doesn’t know!
%l-/-I\M E\;—I T Mabel Siegert, September 6 Share joys with her too!! @
Please offer PRAYERS for those in our church families (as 9-26-2025)
¢ Those in need of healing of the body, mind & spirit:
T:
Vl Reta Clark, Judy West, Betty Walz
¢ Those facing cancer: W: T: George Tollman '\\
¢ Those who are at home & in care facilities & all care givers: z\ K\,\\‘ ‘f;‘(}) N
Home: W Sharon Carlow Nebraska Veteran's Home, Norfolk: (W) Vern Hepker 2 ) = N7 /)
Meadows: W Rev. Dillon Hess, Lee Peterson, Mavis Miller, Velda Long T Jerry McCallum ﬁ Prayer \\\f
o . (
Heritage of Bel Air: W Leon Chapman N Needs\/ Qy,
St. Joseph’s, Norfolk: W Fran McAllister Madison House: W Betty Walz (Q e //g \ )
Heritage of Fountain Point T Shirley Neidig, Phyllis Trine W Elaine Fuller (9
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L Children’s Church is off
and running!
10 am every Sunday

[H | LDREN,S Come for Faith, Fellowship & Fun!

CHURCH

Ad Board Meeting Minutes  August 19, 2025

Members present were Crystal Ketelsen, Kevin Pearson, Tracy Anderson, Kim & Scott Wilkerson, Cindy DeGroot, Kay
MacLaren, Jan Hake, Shannon Konken, Pastor Caitlin Bentzinger & Tyler & Charlie Kingsley.

We shared a spaghetti meal with our meeting.

Pastor Caitlin opened the meeting with a prayer.

Minutes from the August meeting were read and approved after some discussion regarding misinformation regarding the
trees. The north tree did not need to come out at this time, but it was the general consensus to proceed as previously
voted on and remove both trees now.

Shannon handed out Finance reports from August including income and spending per month. These were discussed and
accepted. Cruise & Associates contract has been canceled, service will end September 30, 2025.

Old Business: The new insurance will begin October 15, 2025.

Pastor Caitlin: The all parish outdoor worship including blessing of animals and meal will be Saturday, September 27, 5
pm. This will be held at Nancy Gross’s farm. October sermon series will be “the Gospel according to Winnie The Pooh”; it
will begin with a parish movie night October 1st at Westridge.

Mission Team: Meeting will be September 24th at 5:30 pm. They sent $1,000 to the Madison Food Pantry. The letter
requesting funds from the Foundation has been sent.

Education: Children’s Church has started. Youth group will meet the 1st and 3rd Wednesdays at 6 pm; 1st Wednesday at
Westridge, 3rd at Trinity.

SPPRC: next meeting will be October 8th, 7 pm.

Trustees: The stained glass company that was here needs to get us a new contact person, Kevin will be talking with them.
Kerbel Tree Service will be here in October, they will call with an exact date when it gets closer. The 2nd TV in the front of
the sanctuary is now fixed. Tyler reported on several maintenance items; the east stairwell, walls and door need attention
to prevent further damage. Various options were discussed. Scott moved to approve Tyler & Kevin to spend money as
needed, up to $750. Anything above that needs Board approval. Jan seconded; motion carried. A few shingles have fallen
off the roof; DWB who put 2 back on a few years ago has gone out of business. Kevin asked for suggestions as to who to
call. He will call A & H out of Humphrey.

Community Service: Trinity hosted the blood drive in September and it was a tremendous success.

Next meeting will be October 21st at 6 pm. Meeting adjourned at 7:40 pm.




World Communion Sunday funds education for church leadership in the UMC?

DID YOU KNOW?

World Communion Scholarship Leadership Development Program from General
Board of Global Ministries intentionally facilitates the educational preparation
and training of mission partners from around the world. 50% of the giving in
VV United Methodist churches will benefit World Communion Scholars, formerly
known as Crusade Scholars. These are students who are pursuing expertise in
a wide range of fields, for example, in theology, public health, sustainable
development, and other areas that relate to social justice, health, and
wholeness. They are scholars who are called to be leaders in communities and

churches around the world. The program prioritizes individuals from
marginalized communities, including women.

Prayerfully consider your gift for World Communion Sunday, Oct. 6th.

Healthy Recipe

from the Westridge Healthy Congregation Team

Sweet Carrot Salad
serves 4

/2 cup plain no-fat yogurt
teaspoons honey

cups carrots, grated

/4 cup raisins

tablespoons roasted soybeans

NTN D

In a medium size bowl, mix together the yogurt and honey.
dd the remaining ingredients, blend well Chill before serving.

A
Nutritional analysis: Calories 105, Fat 1, Protein 4,
Carbohydrate 22, Cholesterol O, Sodium 49.
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The Dolly Parton’s Imagination Library monthly book gifting program is here and running for the
Madison School District area!! This program is brought to you by the Madison Trinity United Methodist
Church, Missions Team and Dolly Parton!! Dolly Parton’s Imagination Library is dedicated to inspiring a
love of reading by gifting books free of charge to children from birth to age 5, through funding shared by
Dolly Parton and local community partners. Inspired by her father’s inability to read and write Dolly
started her Imagination Library in 1995 for the children within her home county. Today, her program
spans 5 countries and gifts over 1 million free books each month to children around the world. “When | was growing up in the
hills of East Tennessee, | knew my dream would come true. | know there are children in your community with their own
dreams. They dream of becoming a doctor or an inventor or a minister. Who knows, maybe there is a little girl whose dream
is to be a writer and singer. The seeds of these dreams are often found in books and the seeds you help plant in your
community can grow across the world.” -Dolly Parton By mailing high quality, age-appropriate books directly to their homes,
she wanted children to be excited about books and to feel the magic that books can create. Moreover, she could insure that
every child would have books, regardless of their family’s income. How can you register your child? You can enroll your child
on-line at imaginationlibrary.com, or through paper forms that will be soon to be found around town then mailed/returned to
the church, or in person at Trinity United Methodist Church, 506 S Main St in Madison, NE. If you have any questions about
the program, please feel free to reach out to the main program coordinator, Crystal Ketelsen at 402-454-2514.




Ruth Westridge News

CI rCIe Ruth Circle met Tuesday,
September 9, 2025 with seven

ladies were present. Memories and pictures S
of first days of school were shared. Mary led I
devotions with discussion of “A Surprise I
Opportunity”. Faye shared treats. Ruth Circle :
|
|
|
|
|
|
|

Westridge Sunday
Coffee Hour
ctober—November—December 2025

plans to have a bake sale in conjunction with
the rummage sale.

t5 Lisa & J
The next Ruth Circle meeting will be Tuesday, N ISa & Jen

*Oct. 12 Linda & Faye

|

|

|

|

|

|

Linda will lead devotions and Sue will bring Oct. 26 Dohmens I

treats. Plan to share favorite memories or | Nov. 2 Steph & Samantha I

pictures of Halloween. All are welcome and I Nov. 9 Rick & Mary I

we like new faces. I Nov. 16 Mary Ann & Sharon :

| Nov. 23 Sue, Crystal & Jerry I

I Nov. 30 “Covered Dish Brunch” |

: Dec. 7 Shelly & Peg :

= 72 PSR i | Dec. 14 Tina & Mike I

P L :S:a()gé?(baetr\;vze;?r?(gge\:v’:g | : *Dec. 21 Deb, Karen & Lavonne N. :

/))\) | receive cards for Pastor : !__DEC_-Efi___S_uile_azrle _______ |
M) 2t . Caitlin to let her know

Pasto

A | how much we love and
Appﬁay on . ppreciate her! |

a

WESTRIDGE
, —— SPRING RUMMAGE =, . ¢
' & BaKE SALE Bake

Friday, October 24, 4-7 pm
Saturday, October 25, 8 am—2 pm
Drop off times: Monday—Tuesday—Wednesday, 8 am—>5 pm

Time to start spring cleaning and finding those things you no longer
need or want to bring to the church rummage sale!!! That way there is
room for the treasures you will find!

I you have questions or need help getting your items to the church,
talk to Sue Sieler (402-750-5112) or Deb Ussery (402-649-2330).




8 Our Annual Harvest Party is October 26th- please
@ see the flyer (page 7) for details! First UMC,

@ Norfolk is joining this year, and we will have Trunk
< or Treat again!

Westridge News
Continued

@

g Please let Deb know how you want to help: provide
@ and/or help serve food (soups, crackers, shredded
@ cheese, cinnamon rolls for the meal, baked goods
for the cake walk), decorate a Trunk, run a game,
@ provide prizes for the games, and more! A sign up

% sheet will be at church also.

Westridge Methodist Church September 18, 2025
Present: Sue and Dave Sieler, Dave Scarf, Wayne and Sue Andreasen, and Rev. Caitlin.

Sue A. called the meeting to order, Rev. Caitlin led us in prayer.

Minutes were read and approved.

Treasurer report was handed out and went over and placed on file. Sue reported that she received
the parish expense for July, 2025 of $1400.00. The trustees bought a new lawn mower for
approximately $4500.00 it came out of the rummage sale proceeds.

Old Business: The rummage sale is set for October 24-25, 2025, the beginning of the week will be
dropped off days.

We approved Aug. 13, 2025, to change insurance to Brotherhood and to start it on October 10,
2025, we have set up to be paid by auto payment of approximately $750.00 a month.

Paraments are coming along we should be seeing them soon.

Fun Run was a successful, a good turnout to walk/run but the meal was finished by being served at
the church.

Dave Scarf reported that we have 2 college students that are receiving a scholarship.

Pastor’s report: We are having a community worship September 27, 2025, it's being hosted by a
Trinity member. The main dish is provided by Trinity we are asked to bring side dish or dessert.
Dinner will be at 5:00 p.m. and worship will follow. Make sure you bring your lawn chair.

October sermon series will be Gospel to Winnie the Pooh. On October 1, 2025 at 6:00 p.m. there

will be a movie Chrisopher Robin live action. The youth will be offering concessions for a free will

offering.

Charge conference will be November 11, 2025, at the Columbus Outreach Center at 3602 16" St.,
Columbus NE at 3:00 P.M. Rev. Caltlin is working on the documents for charge conference as all

forms are due October 27, 2025.

A nomination committee is being organized, looking to have 2 adults and 2 youth members. So, if
you get a call please consider what they ask.

Community reports:

Trustees: They bought a new lawn mower for the church. They also bought a new microphone.

Healthy Congregations: Wayne Andreasen reported that the pantry box is ready to be put up Deb
will let us know what we can put in the box.

Ruth circle will be on October 14, 2025, at 1:30 p.m. at the church.
Next Meeting will be October 2, 2025, at the church.

Meeting Adjourned
Correspondence Secretary
Peggy Fox
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If you or someone you know (they do
not need to be a member of Trinity or
Westridge) would like to receive one
on one care from a Stephen Minister,
call the church office or Deb Ussery,
402-649-2330.

There will be a Stephen
Minister's Training this fall - if
this something you might be
interested in or want more
information, please talk to Deb
Ussery.




October is Clergy Appreciation Month

Clergy Appreciation Day is always the
second Sunday in October, and all of
October is celebrated as Clergy Appreciation
Month. The celebration was established in
1992 with a mission of uplifting and
encouraging pastors, missionaries and
religious workers.

Let us remember to tell Pastor Caitlin how
much we appreciate her!!!!

Free Little
Pantry

Westridge has a new Community
Food Pantry Box!!! It is on the east
side of the front parking lot. We are
looking for donations of non-
perishable goods in their original
packaging to place in the box to help
our community.

challenge to start.

CONGRATULATIONS Westridge and Trinity! Our Walk
to Bethlehem and on is complete! We made it ALL
around the World and back to Madison County! Thank
you to all who participated! We celebrated with a Fun
Run/Walk on Sept 14th- was a bit rainy, but most people
took a lap around Skyview Lake anyway, then met back
at Westridge for food, fun and fellowship! Be watching
for our next walking challenge! If you want to continue
turning in your steps, you may, or wait for the next




