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2025 
Greetings Church Family, 

The months of 2025 seem to be coming and going so quickly. It seems as 
though we were just celebrating the start of a new school year and now 
we're already approaching the thanksgiving and advent holiday season. My 
oh my time is flying by, but our community has been working hard, growing 
in faith and service, and spreading the love of the gospel through faithful 
actions. In the month of October alone Westridge has added a blessing 
pantry box to the church and celebrated harvest party - serving around 200 
children with games, trunk-or-treat, and soup supper; Trinity served the 

Madison food pantry the whole month of October and members even went all the way to O'Neill to 
gather a mountain of potatoes to give out to the community. The impact of faithful actions can be a true 
blessing and fruit has been produced from these mighty acts of service. However, our work is not 
finished, and indeed, our work is needed now more than ever within our community.  

I was reading again that very familiar passage from 2 Corinthians 9: 7 Each of you should give what you 
have decided in your heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. 
8 And God is able to bless you abundantly, so that in all things at all times, having all that you need, 
you will abound in every good work. 

Here we are in the harvest season, a time when hopefully the seeds that have been planted have grown 
exponentially, providing for many. It is a time to focus on gratitude, and God's call to share. 
He goes on to write: 10 Now he who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will also supply and 
increase your store of seed and will enlarge the harvest of your righteousness. 11 You will be enriched 
in every way so that you can be generous on every occasion, and through us your generosity will result 
in thanksgiving to God. 12 This service that you perform is not only supplying the needs of the Lordôs 
people but is also overflowing in many expressions of thanks to God. 13 Because of the service by which 
you have proved yourselves, others will praise God for the obedience that accompanies your confession 
of the gospel of Christ, and for your generosity in sharing with them and with everyone else. 14 And in 
their prayers for you their hearts will go out to you, because of the surpassing grace God has given 
you. 15 Thanks be to God for his indescribable gift! 

As I reflect on this, I am reminded that: 1. I am so very thankful for all of you and the gifts that you have 
shared this year to Christ's beloved children, and to Christ's Church; 2. We should be joyful and find 
satisfaction with that, but also temper ourselves in the truth that the needs of others continue!  
Whether it's through financial donations to the church, giving of your time and talents, or providing food 
from your own gardens - the act of giving and providing for one another is one of our greatest callings as 
disciples of Christ.  When we allow the Holy Spirit to work through us, we become driven to not be 
attached to possessions, but to see them as tools to do even more good for others, glorifying God in the 
process for the bounty received. Our call to action this November, as we celebrate our saints and those 
who have given so that we may receive, is to pass it forward and continue the tradition of generous 
giving. The love of Christ through the church is needed now more than ever in a time when so many are 
struggling and going without the basic necessities to live and thrive. It is our responsibility to help where 
there is a need and I'm beyond grateful to be a part of a parish that is not afraid to identify what those 
needs are and respond with love, generosity and grace.  

This season give thanks...and simply give. You will not regret it. 

Shalom! Pastor Caitlin 
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Please offer PRAYERS for those in our church families (as 10-31-2025) 

§ Those in need of healing of the body, mind & spirit:  
  T:   

  W: Reta Clark, Judy West, Betty Walz 

§ Those facing cancer: W:   T: George Tollman 

§ Those who are at home & in care facilities & all care givers:  

 Home: W Sharon Carlow                                       Nebraska Veteranôs Home, Norfolk: (W) Vern Hepker              

 Meadows: W Rev. Dillon Hess, Lee Peterson, Mavis Miller, Velda Long        T Jerry McCallum   

 Heritage of Bel Air: W Leon Chapman  

 St. Josephôs, Norfolk: W Fran McAllister  Madison House: W Betty Walz    

 Heritage of Fountain Point T Shirley Neidig, Phyllis Trine W Elaine Fuller 

Please remember to let Pastor Caitlin know if you are 
sick, hospitalized or otherwise in need of pastoral care. 
She wants to care for us in times of struggle, 
but she canôt do that if she doesnôt know!  
Share joys with her too!!  

Z Steve Hastreiter, October 2 

Z Pat Washburn, October 5 

        Bible Study  

Mondayð2 pmðat Westridge 

Thursdayð4:30 pmðat Little Lyon Coffee Co. 

All are welcome to join this study! 

 The end of the year is fast 

approaching! For those who wish to 

make end of year gifts to the church 

they need to be counted in the 

offering BEFORE January 1 to be 

included on 2025 taxes. So please 

have them in church on or before 

December 28. Thank you! 

Youth Group is every 1st 
Wednesday at Westridge 
and 3rd Wednesday at 
Trinity from 6-8pm with 
dinner provided. This is for 
children of all ages to 
come and have some fun 
while building a faith based 
community with their peers 
in a safe and nurturing 
environment.   

Our Annual Church (Charge) Conference will 
be November 9, 3 pm, at Columbus Outreach 
Center, 3206 16th St., Columbus. 

Please mark your calendars & plan to attend! 

TRINITY UMC   WESTRIDGE UMC 
506 S. Main Street, Madison NE 68748   2000 W. Norfolk Ave, Norfolk NE 68701  
(402) 454-2514     (402) 371-9630 
 

Worship: Sunday at 11 AM  Worship: Sunday at 9 AM          

The Grace Place: Welcoming all who  Growing in Faith, in Love &  
seek his presence and grace.          in Community 
Come find God. 

Rev. Caitlin Bentzinger 
   cell (402) 326-1131 
office (402) 454-2514  

 

Parish Assistant:  
         Crystal Ketelsen   (402) 454-2514  
 

Office Hours: 
Monday, Wednesday & Thursday: 

9am - noon & 1 pm -  4 pm  
 

Parish Email:  
         trinitywestridgeparish@gmail.com 

Facebook: Trinity UMC & Westridge United Methodist Church 

Websites: madisontrinityumc.org & norfolkwestridgeumc.org 
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Trinity Ad Board Minutes  October 22, 2025 
 

Members Present: Pastor Caitlin, Jan Hake, Kevin Pearson, Shannon Konken, Tracy Anderson, 
Kim & Scott Wilkerson, Sherry Hake. 
 

Sherry opened the meeting with a devotion. 
 

Minutes of the last meeting were read and approved without corrections. 
 

Shannon presented the finance reportðit was approved. 
 

Old Business: The oak trees are coming down at the end of October. Tree Blessing will be October 
26th after church service. A brief meeting was held on October 29th at 7 pm. After some discussion 
Jon moved to amend the original motion and to only remove the south tree and to trim the north tree 
well and to care and pray for it. Kevin seconded, motion passed unanimously. 
The shingles are still under warranty and the missing shingles will be replaced in the coming weeks. 
Willet Stained Glass will be here on November 6th to give an estimate. (this was rescheduled to 
November 5th due to a conflict on their end) 
 

Pastor Caitlin: Scott made a motion to increase pastorôs salary package by 3% to be applied to her 
expense account; Jan seconded. Motion carried; Westridge still needs to vote on this. (Westridge 
approved this on October 28th) 
 

Mission Team: next meeting is October 29th at 5:30 pm. 
 

Education: no report. 
 

SPPRC: Met October 8th and evaluated Pastor Caitlinôs performance. Made a unanimous decision 
to recommend she stay another appointive year. 
 

Community Service: Youth Group went to the Madison Food Pantry with all the potatoes, bagged 
them up and organized palettes. Trinity has been serving at the Food Pantry on Saturday in 
October. We serve there again in April. 
 

Trustees: Windows around the church are almost done being resealed. Motion was made to replace 
door an window on east side of basement for $1,200ð$1,500. Motion was seconded and passed. 
 

Meeting adjourned 7:10 pm. Next meeting will be November 18 at 6 pm with supper being served at 
5:30 pm. 

Childrenôs Church is off 
and running! 

10 am every Sunday  

Come for Faith, Fellowship & Fun! 

Trinity News  
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The Dolly Partonôs Imagination Library monthly book gifting program is here and running for the 
Madison School District area!! This program is brought to you by the Madison Trinity United Methodist 
Church, Missions Team and Dolly Parton!! Dolly Partonôs Imagination Library is dedicated to inspiring a 
love of reading by gifting books free of charge to children from birth to age 5, through funding shared by 
Dolly Parton and local community partners. Inspired by her fatherôs inability to read and write Dolly 
started her Imagination Library in 1995 for the children within her home county. Today, her program 
spans 5 countries and gifts over 1 million free books each month to children around the world. ñWhen I was growing up in the 
hills of East Tennessee, I knew my dream would come true. I know there are children in your community with their own 
dreams. They dream of becoming a doctor or an inventor or a minister. Who knows, maybe there is a little girl whose dream 
is to be a writer and singer. The seeds of these dreams are often found in books and the seeds you help plant in your 
community can grow across the world.ò -Dolly Parton By mailing high quality, age-appropriate books directly to their homes, 
she wanted children to be excited about books and to feel the magic that books can create. Moreover, she could insure that 
every child would have books, regardless of their familyôs income. How can you register your child? You can enroll your child 
on-line at imaginationlibrary.com, or through paper forms that will be soon to be found around town then mailed/returned to 
the church, or in person at Trinity United Methodist Church, 506 S Main St in Madison, NE. If you have any questions about 

the program, please feel free to reach out to the main program coordinator, Crystal Ketelsen at 402-454-2514.  
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Ruth Circle met Tuesday, October 14, 2025 
with eight ladies present. Halloween 

memories and pictures were shared. Linda led devotions 
with a discussion on ñPeace In Troubled Timesò. 
Sue served pumpkin pie. 
Thanks to everyone who helped, brought baked items 
and purchased items at the bake sale. It was very 
successful. 
The next Ruth Circle meeting is Veterans Day, Tuesday, 
November 11, 2025, 1:30 p.m. at Westridge. Deb will 
lead devotions and Linda will bring treats. All are 
welcome to a time of fellowship. 
Mark your calendar for Ruth Circle Christmas gathering. 
It is Monday, December 8, 2025 at Perkins. 

Westridge News 3QPD  
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Westridge Sunday  
Coffee Hour  

NovemberðDecember 2025 
 

Nov. 2  Steph & Samantha 
Nov. 9  Rick & Mary 
Nov. 16  Mary Ann & Sharon 
Nov. 23  Sue, Crystal & Jerry 
Nov. 30  ñCovered Dish Brunchò 
Dec. 7  Shelly & Peg 
Dec. 14  Tina & Mike 
*Dec. 21  Deb, Karen & Lavonne N. 
Dec. 28  Sue & Wayne 

We want to thank everyone who had a hand in making the 
2025 fall rummage sale a success.   We had tons of 
donations, lots of good help to set up and tear down and 
most of all, we had a lot of shoppers!  Whatever your part 
during the week, know that we truly appreciate all you do 
for this ministry.  We couldnôt do it without all of you.  
  

The rummage sale netted $2,037.82 and the bake sale 
netted $452 making a total of $2,489.82.   
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Westridge Church Council 

October 8, 2025 

Present: Sue and Wayne Andreasen, Dave and Sue Seiler, Dave Scarf, Deb Ussery, Rev. Caitlin. 

The meeting was called to order by Sue A. and Rev. Caitlin led us in prayer. 

Minutes were read and approved and placed on file. 

Sue S. handed out the treasurer report and went over. Sue reported that the parish expense for 
Aug. has been paid and the July expense is being revised. The insurance expense with 
Brotherhood will be coming out on the 10th of each month. Sue received the Mission Share for our 
church. The 2026 mission shares are as following: 

 Conference Mission Share $8452 

 Mission Agency Support $ 845 

 District Mission Share $ 85 

 For a total of $9382.00 

Old Business: The Charge Conference is November 9th at Columbus Outreach Center at 3602 
16th St., Columbus, NE at 3:00 P.M. Rev. Caitlin requested all members come and represent your 
church. Rev. Caitlin is working on the paperwork with lots of administration charges coming. 

New Business: We should see the new Paraments that is being made in the next month. We will 
have a blessing of the memorials when we receive them. 

Trustees: Have been working around the church and fixing items. They indicated that they will be 
needed to paint on the outside of the church, replace lights and just general upkeep. 

SPRC: Met after church council at 7:00 p.m. the report that was needed done was the pastor 
evaluation. 

Freezer Fairies and Healthy Congregations: Deb reported that the Free Will Pantry is up and can 
be filled with new items. Harvest Party will be October 26, 2025, from 5-8 with Truck or Treat and a 
free will meal will be provided. 

Ruth circle will meet on October 14, 2025. 

Pastor reported on the Foundation grants on the parking lot that we did last year. As we did not 
have matching funds, we needed to continue. That is being worked on as we have a nice donation 
that will be coming to the parking lot fund. 

Pastor Caitlin reported on the nomination report. Wayne Andreasen made a motion to accept the 
nomination that was brought forward to the church council, and it was second by Sue Andreasen. 
The motion was carried out. The names of the council and other jobs inside of the church will be in 
the next newsletter. 

Next church council will be held on October 28, 2025, at 7:00 P.M. 

Sincerely Church Council Secretary 

Peggy Fox 

Westridge News Continued 
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If you or someone you know (they do 
not need to be a member of Trinity or 
Westridge) would like to receive one 
on one care from a Stephen Minister, 
call the church office or Deb Ussery, 
402-649-2330.  

There will be a Stephen 
Minister's Training this fall - if 
this something you might be 
interested in or want more 
information, please talk to Deb 
Ussery. 

Westridge has a new Community 
Food Pantry Box!!! It is on the east 
side of the front parking lot. We are 
looking for donations of non-
perishable goods in their original 
packaging to place in the box to help 
our community.  

Kay MacLaren is collecting travel 

size toiletry items to put together in 

hand-made toiletry bags to donate 

to Bright Horizon's. There will be a 

donation box at each church 

for anyone who would like to 

donate to this mission.   

The parish has been informed of a 

need of feminine hygiene products 

such as tampons, pads, and 

menstrual cups for The Well. If you 

are interested in helping to fulfill 

this need, there will be a donation 

box at both churches to gather 

supplies throughout the month of 

November.   
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Thank you to all who 
donated, volunteered 
and came to join in 
the fun!  We had over 
200 kids come 
through, along with 
parents, grandparents 
and guardians!   
Westridge church was 
rocking!  


