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2025 
Grace and peace to you in this blessed season of Advent. As we enter 
December, may your hearts be warmed with the hope and promise that 
this time of year brings. Advent invites us to slow down, breathe deeply, 
and make room for holy expectation. Scripture reminds us, “The people 
who walked in darkness have seen a great light” (Isaiah 9:2), assuring 
us that even in uncertain or weary days, the light of Christ is drawing 
near. May this season greet you with comfort, joy, and a renewed sense 
of God’s presence surrounding you. 

As we prepare for the celebration of Christ’s birth, may we embrace the 
spirit of anticipation with gladness. The words of Luke echo for us today: “Do not be afraid; for see—
I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people” (Luke 2:10). This is our invitation to 
watch, to wonder, and to ready our hearts for the One who comes to bring hope to the world. May 
each day of this Advent journey draw you closer to the miracle of Emmanuel—God with us—and fill 
you with excitement for the joy that awaits on Christmas morning. 

In Christ’s love, 

Caitlin Bentzinger 

Trinity & 
Westridge  

Monthly Newsletter  
for Members & Friends    

Blue Christmas Service  

Madison Arts Center  

Sunday December 21st at 6:00 pm 
 

The Blue Christmas Service is open to 
everyone! It is a special service during the 
Advent season to honor the loss and hardships we have 
experienced. This will be a service for those who are going 
through grief and other forms of loss. A place to be 
surrounded by others who may be going through the same 
challenges and a time to find healing and comfort. It is a 
service of remembrance, but one that is filled with hope. 
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Please offer PRAYERS for those in our church families (as 11-26-2025) 

 Those in need of healing of the body, mind & spirit:  
  T:   

  W: Reta Clark, Judy West 

 Those facing cancer: W:   T: George Tollman 

 Those who are at home & in care facilities & all care givers:  

 Home: W Sharon Carlow                                       Nebraska Veteran’s Home, Norfolk: (W) Vern Hepker              

 Meadows: W Rev. Dillon Hess, Lee Peterson, Mavis Miller, Velda Long        T Jerry McCallum   

 Heritage of Bel Air: W Leon Chapman, Judy West Stanton Health Center: W Louise Boyd, Reta Clark 

 St. Joseph’s, Norfolk: W Fran McAllister  Madison House: W Betty Walz    

 Heritage of Fountain Point T Shirley Neidig, Phyllis Trine W Elaine Fuller 

Please remember to let Pastor Caitlin know if you are 
sick, hospitalized or otherwise in need of pastoral care. 
She wants to care for us in times of struggle, 
but she can’t do that if she doesn’t know!  
Share joys with her too!!  

 Gary White, November 1 

        Bible Study  

Monday—2 pm—at Westridge 

Thursday—4:30 pm—at Little Lyon Coffee Co. 

All are welcome to join this study! 

 The end of the year is fast 

approaching! For those who wish 

to make end of year gifts to the 

church they need to be counted in 

the offering BEFORE January 1 to 

be included on 2025 taxes. So 

please have them in church on or 

before December 28. Thank you! 

TRINITY UMC   WESTRIDGE UMC 
506 S. Main Street, Madison NE 68748   2000 W. Norfolk Ave, Norfolk NE 68701  
(402) 454-2514     (402) 371-9630 
 

Worship: Sunday at 11 AM  Worship: Sunday at 9 AM          

The Grace Place: Welcoming all who  Growing in Faith, in Love &  
seek his presence and grace.          in Community 
Come find God. 

Rev. Caitlin Bentzinger 
   cell (402) 326-1131 
office (402) 454-2514  

 

Parish Assistant:  
         Crystal Ketelsen   (402) 454-2514  
 

Office Hours: 
Monday, Wednesday & Thursday: 

9am - noon & 1 pm -  4 pm  
 

Parish Email:  
         trinitywestridgeparish@gmail.com 

Facebook: Trinity UMC & Westridge United Methodist Church 

Websites: madisontrinityumc.org & norfolkwestridgeumc.org 

Pajama and Sing- A-Long Sunday 
Y'all know how much I love a good themed Sunday! On 
December 28th, everyone is encouraged to wear their 
Christmas Jammies to church and come prepared to 

sing your favorite Christmas hymns.  

Is there a hymn that we didn't sing during advent/
Christmas eve that you are just dying to sing in church? 
Let Pastor Caitlin know and we will be sure to get that 

added to the playlist!  

Is there a hymn that we have 
already sung, but you want 
to hear it again? Let pastor 
Caitlin know and we will get 

it added to the playlist!  

This will be a fun Sunday to 
relax to wrap up our 

Christmas season! 
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Trinity Ad Board Minutes  November 18, 2025 
 

Members Present: Pastor Caitlin, Jan Hake, Kevin Pearson, Shannon Konken, Tracy Anderson, 
Kim & Scott Wilkerson, Sherry Hake. 
 

Sherry opened the meeting with a devotion from “Faithful Paws”. 
 

Minutes of the last meeting were read and approved without corrections. 
 

Shannon presented the finance report—it was approved. 
 

Old Business: Willet Stained Glass Studios provided two proposals. Option 1 is $55,134 and Option 
2 is $78,603. In order to proceed, we will need to pay 25% up front and schedule out 3 months ins 
advance.  The main difference between the 2 options is the protective covering used. Trinity will 
need to fundraise. Scott made a motion to proceed with Proposal 1, Tracy seconded, motion passed 
unanimously. The east door and window will be replaced this month for roughly $800-900. Missing 
shingles will be replaced soon. 
 

Pastor Caitlin: Advent sign-up. Christmas Eve Service is hosted y Westridge at 4 pm with program. 
 

Mission Team: meeting is November 19th at 6:30 pm; Mission Team donated $1,500 to the Madison 
Food Pantry to help with Thanksgiving meals. 
 

Education: Christmas Program rehearsals begin December 3rd at 6 pm. Rehearsals will be at 
Westridge every Wednesday from 6-8 pm (with dinner included) until Christmas Eve. 
 

SPPRC: No Report  Community Service: No Report 
 

Trustees: Beginning stages of Youth Room (upstairs) clean-up has begun. 
 

Meeting adjourned 7:20 pm. Next meeting will be December 16 at 6 pm; supper served at 5:30 pm. 

Children’s Church is off 
and running! 

10 am every Sunday  

Come for Faith, Fellowship & Fun! 

Trinity News  

ODD FELLOW LODGE SOUP SUPPER 
 

All you can eat! 
 

Oyster Stew 

Homemade Chili 

Cinnamon Rolls 
 

Come Early! We serve until we run out! 
 

Free Will donations accepted at the door. 
Thursday, December 4, starts at 5 pm 
 

Norfolk Odd Fellow Lodge Dining Room 

1700 Pasewalk Ave (use the rear Lodge Entrance) 

ODD FELLOW LODGE  
ANNUAL RAFFLE 2025 

 

First Place Prize—Framed, Terry Redlin Print 
 “For Purple Mountains Majesties” ($350.00 value) 
Second Place Prize—$250.00 cash 
Third Place Prize—$150.00 cash 
Fourth Place Prize—$50.00 Lou’s Thrifty Way Gift Card 
Fifth Place Prize—$50.00 Lou’s Thrifty Way Gift Card 
Sixth Place Prize—$50.00 Lou’s Thrifty Way Gift Card 
 

Tickets are 6 for $5.00 
The Norfolk Odd Fellows is a local non-profit, 100% of the 

profits from our raffle are donated to causes in  
“Our Community” 

Drawing will be held December 16th, 2026 
7 pm at the Norfolk Odd Fellow Lodge 
You do not have to be present to win. 
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The Dolly Parton’s Imagination Library monthly book gifting program is here and running for the 
Madison School District area!! This program is brought to you by the Madison Trinity United Methodist 
Church, Missions Team and Dolly Parton!! Dolly Parton’s Imagination Library is dedicated to inspiring a 
love of reading by gifting books free of charge to children from birth to age 5, through funding shared by 
Dolly Parton and local community partners. Inspired by her father’s inability to read and write Dolly 
started her Imagination Library in 1995 for the children within her home county. Today, her program 
spans 5 countries and gifts over 1 million free books each month to children around the world. “When I was growing up in the 
hills of East Tennessee, I knew my dream would come true. I know there are children in your community with their own 
dreams. They dream of becoming a doctor or an inventor or a minister. Who knows, maybe there is a little girl whose dream 
is to be a writer and singer. The seeds of these dreams are often found in books and the seeds you help plant in your 
community can grow across the world.” -Dolly Parton By mailing high quality, age-appropriate books directly to their homes, 
she wanted children to be excited about books and to feel the magic that books can create. Moreover, she could insure that 
every child would have books, regardless of their family’s income. How can you register your child? You can enroll your child 
on-line at imaginationlibrary.com, or through paper forms that will be soon to be found around town then mailed/returned to 
the church, or in person at Trinity United Methodist Church, 506 S Main St in Madison, NE. If you have any questions about 

the program, please feel free to reach out to the main program coordinator, Crystal Ketelsen at 402-454-2514.  

Stained Glass Windows at Trinity 
The stained glass windows in the church were recently inspected. It had been 
noticed that the protective inner coating on the south windows was starting to 
bubble and loosen so a few companies were contacted to get estimates for 
maintenance and repair.  
 

Willet Stained Glass Studios responded to the inquiries and came and 
did an inspection of all the windows. He said they were beautiful and 
in really good shape but maintenance and some minor repairs were 
needed. 
They sent us 2 proposals; #1 was for  $55,134 and #2 was for 
$78,603. The difference in the 2 proposals was the protective 
covering; 1/4” acrylic vs 5/8” insulated glass. After review of the 
proposals the Ad Board voted to go with Proposal #1. Below is the 
items that will be done on each window, a few windows have 
additional repairs as needed. 
 

-The existing protective covering will be removed. 
-Recement the stained glass window on the exterior surface. 
-Remove loose paint on the outer surface of the millwork. Apply   
  both a primer coat and finish coat of Sherwin Williams Duration. 
-The Klear-a special perimeter frame. 
-This window shall be covered with our exclusive Klear-Flo® 
  protective covering system utilizing 1/4” Acrylic. 
 

If you would like to read the full proposal please let the office know 
and we can get you a copy. 
 

In order to proceed we need to pay 25% up front which is $13,783.50 
leaving a balance of $41,350.50. If you would like to donate to the windows or have 
an idea for a fund raiser, please let us know!!  
We want to preserve these beautiful windows for years to come but it will take all of 
us working together to do it. 
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Westridge Healthy Congregations 
You may be wondering if we are walking to 
Bethlehem this year—well—changes are coming to 
our “walk”. More details to come after the 

beginning of the year!! Stay tuned!!! 

Ruth Circle met Tuesday, November 11, 
2025 with seven ladies present. Deb led 

devotions with a discussion on “Grace In Sorrow”. Being 
Veterans Day, Deb shared a prayer for veterans. 
Linda served lunch. 
Ruth Circle has bought new blinds for the church 
kitchen and have made a contribution for the parking lot 
The next Ruth Circle gathering will be our annual 
Christmas lunch, Monday, December 8, 2025, 11:30 am 
at Perkins. We welcome all ladies of Westridge and 
guests for a time of food and fellowship. 

Westridge News Ruth  
Circle 

Westridge Sunday  
Coffee Hour  
December 2025 

January—February—March 2026 
 

Dec. 7  Shelly & Peg 
Dec. 14  Tina & Mike 
*Dec. 21  Deb, Karen & Lavonne  
Dec. 28  Sue & Wayne 
January 4      Lisa & Jen 
January 11    Linda & Faye 
January 18    Carol & Francie 
January 25     Dohmens 
February 1     Steph & Samantha 
February 8     Rick & Mary 
February 15   Mary Ann & Sharon 
February 22   Sue, Crystal & Jerry 
March 1          Shelly & Peg 
March 8          Tina & Mike 
March 15        Deb, Karen & Lavonne 
March 22        Sue & Wayne 
March 29        “Covered Dish”   
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Westridge Church Council 

October 28, 2025 

Present: Wayne and Sue Andreason, Dave and Sue Sieler, Carol Ray, Marvis Wilcox, 

Deb Ussery, and Rev. Caitlin. 

Sue A. called the meeting to order. 

Minutes from the last meeting were read and approved. 

The Treasurer report was handed out we went over, and it was placed on file for audit. 

Sue bought to our attention that the insurance company of Brotherhood Insurance will be $726.34, 
and it is around $55.00 less. She also received a bill from Love Signs on the repair of the front 
cross for $450.00. She has not received the bill for Parish expenses for Sept. Will have it by the end 
of the month. 

We talked about sending out another letter for stewardship. Sue Sieler and Rev. Caitlin will be 
working on the letter to come out in the next few weeks. 

All Saint Day will be held on November 9, 2025, and dedication of memorials will be held on 
November 23, 2025. November we will honor, cherish our saints. 

The council received the renewal of the Certified Lay Servant forms for Charge Council for Dave 
Sieler, Sue Sieler and Crystal Ketelsen, Wayne Andreason made the motion to accept them and 
Deb Ussery second the motion carried. 

The fall rummage sale was a success the church made $1987.82. The next rummage sale will be 
May 1 & 2, 2026. 

Truck and treat were hugely successful. Deb thought we had approximately 300 people show up. 
The game of cake walk, and bingo was the most successful. Plans for next year’s Harvest Party will 
be held on October 25, 2026, from 4 p.m. to 7 p.m. First Church would still like to join us for the 
Harvest Party. 

Rev. Caitlin reported that the youth will be doing a few things in November, shopping for our food 
pantry box, and having a movie night. They are working with businesses to help with mission trips. 
She wanted to let us know the Middle School mission trip will be in Jefferson, Iowa from June 4-6, 
2026. The high school mission trip will be in North Carolina July 11-19, 2026. 

Trustees are looking into asphalt for the back parking lot instead of cement. Cement is up to over 
$70,000.00. 

SPRRC will be meeting January 14, 2026, at Westridge at 5:30 p.m. 

Freezer Fairies and Heatly congregations reported that the Thanksgiving meal will be November 
23, 2025, from 11:30 to 1:30 p.m. Please talk to Deb to help out. 

Ruth circle will be November 11, 2025, at the church. 

Memorial committee reported that they are going to be buying a new bookcase for the Sunday 
School room. 

The following is your church council starting January 1, 2026. 

Chairperson Linda McMeekin, Lay Leader Samantha Zoucha, Lay Delegate to Annual Conference 
– Crystal Ketelsen, Treasurer Lisa Heitman, Committee on Finance John Heitman, Trustees Chair, 
Anthony Ketelsen, Recording Secretary Crystal Ketelsen, Historian Deb Ussery, Memorials 
Stephanie Hogencamp, SPPRC Sue Andreasen, Steph Hogencamp, Dave Sieler and Carol Ray, 
Youth Delegate Khloe Zoucha. 

Recording Secretary 

Peggy Fox 

Westridge News Continued 
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If you or someone you know (they do 
not need to be a member of Trinity or 
Westridge) would like to receive one 
on one care from a Stephen Minister, 
call the church office or Deb Ussery, 
402-649-2330.  

My name is Scott Lambrecht, Executive 
Director, with Parent to Parent Network.  
  

On behalf of Parent to Parent Network, I 
want to tell you THANK YOU for the 
Christmas gift opportunity.  In fact, I can’t 
thank you enough for all the kindness you 
and the members of your congregation have 
shown towards the families that we support.  
As the person that gets to directly work the 
families we support, I get the privilege of 
letting the families know of the Christmas gift 
opportunity and then deliver the Christmas 
gifts to their homes.  Seeing the joy on the 
families’ faces and knowing the impact of 
what your church provides to these families 
is truly priceless every year. 
  

I hope you have a safe and Happy 
Thanksgiving! 
  

God Bless, 
  

Scott Lambrecht 
Parent to Parent Network 

There was not enough interest for a 
fall Stephen Minister class, but we 
are hoping for a spring class - 
please let Deb know if you would be 
interested or have any questions.  

Healthy Recipe 
from the Westridge Healthy Congregation Team 

APPLE-CINNAMON-RAISIN BAGEL PUDDING 
serves 6 

 

4 raisin bagels, cubed 
1 ½cups Egg Beaters® (99% egg substitute) 
½ cup brown sugar 
1 teaspoon ground cinnamon 
2 cups skim milk 
1 teaspoon vanilla 
1 apple, finely chopped 
1 cup raisins 
 

Preheat oven to 350o. Lightly spray a 2-quart casserole with cooking spray.  In a medium 
size mixing bowl, pour egg substitute, cinnamon, milk and vanilla, mix well Arrange 
ingredients in casserole dish, starting with half the bagels, half the apples, half the raisings 
and half the egg mixture. Repeat the layers. Cover with lid. Set the casserole in oven in large 
pan filled halfway with boiling water. Bake for 1 ½ hours. 
 

Nutritional analysis: Calories 187, Fat 0.4, Protein 15, Carbohydrate 50, Cholesterol 1. 

The Parent to Parent Christmas tree 
will be up November 30.  

Pick up a mitten tag from the tree—
go shopping—and bring the items to 
church. Please bring your gifts Dec. 
14; absolutely no later than the 21st. 

It is so rewarding to be able to bless 
a family that needs a little help 
providing a Merry Christmas for their 
kids! 

If you have questions or would be 
able to help wrap the gifts, talk to 
Sue S. or Sue A.! 

Sue S. received this note from 
Parent to Parent. 
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Remember our mini pantry!  It 
has seen a lot of action. With 
the cold/freezing weather 
here, please keep in mind to 
put items that can handle 
freezing temps- dry food and 
hygiene items please. Thank 
you for your support.    

The Trinity and Westridge Youth went shopping, 
prepared meal prep kits and stocked the Mini Pantry 
at Westridge for their 1

st
 Wednesday of November 

meeting!  Remember to spread the word, our pantry 
is open- this is a self serving place, donate what you 
can, take what you need! Help us provide for our 
community!  
Mathew 25:40 "What you have done for the least of 
these, you have done for me".   

A huge thank you to all who donated, 

served, delivered etc for the Community 

Thanksgiving meal- over 170 meals 

were served!  It could not have been 

accomplished without everyone's 

support and help!  


